Creation Theology as a Foundational Pattern

Biblical Principles

for a Life of Prayer and an Evangelistic Lifestyle

From Emptiness to the Fullness of Life

Creation Theology as a Spiritual Foundational Pattern for Light, Order, Life, Growth, Fruit,
and the Glorification of God

Guiding thesis: Genesis 1 describes primarily God’s creative sovereignty and the formation of an
inhabitable world. In the light of the whole of Scripture, however, this text may also be read
figuratively as a foundational pattern of the new creation in Christ: God brings light into darkness,

order into what is unformed, fullness into emptiness, growth into what has been received, fruit
out of mature life, rest after successfully accomplished work, and all to the praise of his glory.

From Chaos to Light  From Disorder to Order  From Emptiness to Life

e il | - il

From Growth to Fruit - To Completion in God's Rest

L

Methodological note: The exposition focuses primarily on Genesis 1:1-2:3, with occasional reference
to Genesis 2. The biblical passages are reproduced in the source document primarily according to
the Elberfelder Bible (ELB); other translations are consulted only where they clarify semantic
nuances. The present analysis distinguishes between exegesis, redemptive-historical unfolding,
Christological climax, and practical application, so that the transfer to the Christian life remains
theologically sound.
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Creation Theology as a Foundational Pattern

1. Creation as a Spiritual Foundational Pattern

Genesis 1 is, first of all, not a manual of conversion, but the canonical foundational text for God’s
creative sovereignty. Nevertheless, from an analysis of the manner of action described here,
fundamental principles may be identified that also recur in the process of the new creation in Christ.
The earth’s initial state is described as “formless and empty”; darkness lies over the deep, and the
Spirit of God “was hovering” over the waters (Gen 1:2). The picture is not one of metaphysical
dualism, but of disorder and chaos, uninhabitability, and a reality not yet brought to its appointed
purpose. God meets this condition not with combat, but through his efficacious word.

Key Hebrew terms (fig. 1): X102 “bara” denotes the distinctively divine act of creating; nin “ruach”
may mean wind, breath of life, or Spirit; qn1 “rachaf” describes a hovering, carrying movement; 712
“pbadal” means to separate, distinguish, demarcate; X2y “gara” denotes naming as the formation of
identity and the expression of rule; 210 “tov” is not merely morally good, but fitting to purpose,
beautiful, and corresponding to the divine will. Also noteworthy is the basic structure of the text: God
first creates living spaces and then fills them. Precisely here lies the theological pattern of forming
and filling.

No. Genesis 1 oT NT Key concept Practice

Uninhabitability | Jer4:23;Isa | Eph 4:18; Rom | 4na]1nn / The person honestly
1 recognizes before God

and darkness (1:2) | 45:18 1:21 OKOTOG disorientation and inner
uninhabitability.

John 1:4-9; Christ is recognized as
Ps 36:9-10; Isa . S ,
2 Light (1:3) John 8:12;2 | 1iN/ g truth and salvation; God’s
60:1 ] Spirit reveals the true inner
Cor4:6 condition.
3 Separation (1:4- Lev 10:10; Ps Rom 12:1-2; 2 b /& , | Repentance separates
g LAoUO i
10) 119:105 Tim 2:21 12/ Aylacyoq | from falsehogd, mleure,
and destructive habits.
4 Spaces are Ps 1; Deut 6:5- | 1 Cor 6:19-20; Order / ta& Spirit, soul, and body are
created (days 1-3) | 9 Eph 5:15-16 © | setireeandraceive anew
. John 6:63; —_
5 Spaces are filled Ps 104:30; Rom 8:11: Eoh | nin / Tovetiua The Spmtfuus ordered form
(days 4-6) Ezek 37:9-14 S EP A M with his presence, love,
5:18 and power.
Image of God and Col 1:15; Eph Identity is grounded anew
6 commission Ps 8; Mic 6:8 | 4:24;Jas 3:9; | D7¥/ eikwv in conformity to Christ. The
person is now a child of
(1:26-28) John 1:11-13 God.
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No. Genesis 1 oT NT Key concept Practice
Blessing and John 15:1-8; i i
. g Hos 14:6-8; Ps ' Frult.appe.ars in character,
7 fruitfulness (1:22, Gal 5:22-23; 1A/ Kapmog | Service, witness,
92:13-16 . reconciliation, and
28) Phil 1:11 discipleship.
Sabbath rest, i ; )
_ Exod 20:8-11; | Heb4:9-11; | nay/ The goalis restin God's
8 consummation presence; without
] Ps 131 Rev 21:1-5 Katdmnauolg Sabbath, fruitfulness
(Gen 2:1-3) degenerates into activism.

Figure 1: Key Hebrew Terms

This means, for a spiritual hermeneutic, that when Genesis 1 is related to the life of the believer, it
should not be treated as a direct allegory, but as a typological-canonical unfolding. The God who in
the beginning brings forth light, order, living space, and fruitfulness is the same God who begins
his new creation in Christ (2 Cor 4:6; 5:17).

2. The First Movement: God’s Light Breaks Through the Darkness

From Chaos
to Light

God’s Light transforms.

The first creative command is: “Let there be light” (Gen 1:3). Theologically, it is significant that God
does not begin with the human being, but with light. In Scripture, light stands for revelation, truth,
purity, and orientation. It discloses what is, and thereby sets every further order in motion. For this
reason, light in biblical thought is never mere cognition, but the revelatory presence of God.

The Old Testament unfolds this line repeatedly: “For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we
see light” (Ps 36:9/10 ELB); “Arise, shine, for your light has come” (Isa 60:1). In the New Testament
this light is bound Christologically: Christ is “the true light” (John 1:9) and says, “l am the light of the
world” (John 8:12). Paul therefore describes conversion as an event of illumination in the heart (2 Cor
4:6).

For the Christian this means that renewal does not begin with activism, but with revelation. A
spiritually chaotic person is not first stabilized by techniques, but by being confronted by God’s truth.
Light exposes what has been suppressed, names self-deception, unmasks sin, and at the same time
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opens up orientation and hope. Without light, even pious practice remains in the darkness of self-
reference.

At the level of the source text, a distinction must be made here between 1IX “or,” light, and qun
“choschek,” darkness. In Genesis 1 darkness is not a second principle alongside God, but the
condition of a reality not yet formed. Applied to the Christian life, this means: our inner darkness is
real, butitis not sovereign; it is broken through by the word of God.

In practical terms, three first steps follow from this: honest self-examination before God, receiving
the word in faith, and asking for illumination through the Holy Spirit. Prayer therefore begins with the
invitation: “Lord, show me the truth about yourself, about me, and about my path.” Evangelism also
begins here: not first with persuasion, but with witness to the light that has appeared in Christ.

Practical consequence for the ministry of prayer. A mature ministry of prayer begins with readiness
to listen to God, allows itself to be ordered by the word, receives the filling of the Spirit, grows
through faithful practice, and finally bears fruit that glorifies God and serves people.

Example: a Christian life outwardly committed, but inwardly exhausted, embittered, and disordered.
The turning point does not lie primarily in increased religious performance, but in the fact that God’s
light makes the actual condition visible: unhealed wounds, concealed guilt, false priorities, fear of
people. Only the unveiled heart can be healed and ordered.

3. The Second Movement: God Separates, Orders, and Assigns

From Disorder
to Order

God brings structure.

After light, Genesis 1 proceeds to distinguishing and ordering. God separates light from darkness,
waters from waters, sea from land; he names and sets boundaries (Gen 1:4-10). Order is therefore
not systematic repositioning, but the way in which God’s wisdom creates living space. Creation
becomes inhabitable because God differentiates and assigns to each sphere its place.

This is fundamental for spiritual formation. Many Christians desire life and power without first
allowing divine order. But the Spirit of God does not work chaotically. In the New Testament it is said:
“Godis nota God of disorder but of peace” (1 Cor 14:33), and: “But all things should be done decently
and in order” (1 Cor 14:40). Such order is not legalism, but the necessary step for the emergence of
life and the peace-giving expression of divine rule.
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The Hebrew expression 712 “badal” shows that sanctification always includes discernment as well.
Spiritual maturity grows where light does not merely produce feelings, but leads to clear boundary-
setting: between truth and falsehood, surrender and self-assertion, calling and distraction, healing
community and destructive attachments. Order is therefore a form of divine love that sets us free,
not its opposite.

The parallel texts make this connection visible. Prov 4:23 exhorts us to guard the heart; Psalm 1
describes the righteous as one who has his place in the law of the Lord; Eph 4:22-24 calls for putting
off the old self and putting on the new; Jas 1:8 warns against inner duplicity. In the biblical sense,
order is the integration of life under the word of God.

This is crucial for prayer and evangelism. Anyone who wants to serve spiritually must submit to
order: their thoughts, body, time, speech, use of media, finances, relationships, and the rhythms
of work and rest. Perfection is not required, but a willingness for God’s Word to truly rule over daily
life is. Disorder drains energy; orderly devotion sets one free for service.

4. The Third Movement: God Fills the Ordered Space with Life

From Emptiness
to Life

God'’s Life fills.

~
b 2

Genesis 1 does not stop at separation. After creating spaces, God also fills them: lights in the
heavens, animals in the sea and on the land, and finally the human being as his image in the garden
of Eden (Gen 1:11-27). From this follows a decisive spiritual insight: God’s goal is not sterile order,
but enlivened, inhabited, fruitful reality. Order is a means, not an end in itself.

Here pneumatology comes to the foreground. Already Psalm 104:30 links God’s Spirit with creation
and renewal: “You send forth your Spirit, they are created.” Ezekiel 37 shows the same in the vision
of the dry bones. In the New Testament this line is interpreted in relation to Christ and the Spirit: “The
words that | have spoken to you are spirit and are life” (John 6:63); “He who raised Christ Jesus from
the dead ... will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit” (Rom 8:11).

For the Christian life this means that after illumination and reordering there does not follow an
exhausting process of moral self-production, but the reception of divine life. Many spiritual crises
arise because people wish to establish order without allowing themselves to be filled by the Spirit.
Then piety becomes correct but lifeless. Biblically, however, God gives not only form but also
fullness, abundant life.
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The human being appears in Genesis 1:26-28 as the image of God, commissioned to represent,
administer, and bless. This makes clear that the goal of spiritual restoration is not merely inner
stability, but the personal representation of God in the world. The Christian lives from Christ not only
for himself or herself, but as the bearer of a calling.

Practical implication: Where God has already established order, the believer should ask to be
filled. This applies to the mind, but also to the soul, motivation, physical well-being, relationships,
and the courage to bear witness. A life that is orderly but unfilled is prone to relapse. A life filled
with the Spirit gains resilience, joy, and a missionary openness.

5. The Fourth Movement: Everything Alive Is Oriented Toward Growth

From the beginning creation bears the character of organic unfolding. Plants produce seed
“according to their kind,” living beings multiply, and the human being receives the commission to be
fruitful. Inthe Bible, life is never static. Whatever God makes alive he appoints for maturation. Growth
is therefore not a side effect, but an expression of true vitality. What does not grow and cannot unfold
is sick or dead.

The New Testament describes this dynamic with organic images. Believers are to “grow in the grace
and knowledge” (2 Pet 3:18), attain “mature manhood” (Eph 4:13-16), abide in the vine and thus bear
fruit (John 15:1-8). The Old Testament adds the imagery of the tree by the water (Ps 1; Jer 17:7-8).
Growth occurs through rootedness, not through mere activity.

€

In the source text, the motif of “seed” is important. V11 “zera’” denotes seed, offspring, and
continuity-bearing power. Spiritually speaking, God places his life in people in such a way that it takes
on enduring form. The New Testament takes this up when it speaks of the “implanted word” (Jas 1:21)

or of being born again from imperishable seed (1 Pet 1:23).

For the Christian this means that maturation takes place in alternating rhythms of word, prayer,
obedience, correction, community, and testing. Growth is often unspectacular, yet real and
necessary. Especially at the beginning of the Christian life, two extremes must be warned against:
discouraging impatience and comfortable stagnation. Biblical growth is slow enough to teach
humility and powerful enough to effect change.

A clear example is the formation of habits. Short daily times spent in the Word, regular
intercession, sincere confession, meaningful fellowship, and concrete acts of obedience shape
a person more deeply over the course of months than rare emotional highs ever could. This is
where spiritual theology and psychological research on habits intersect.
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6. The Fifth Movement: Mature Life Bears Fruit

From Growth
to Fruit

God grants fruit.

Fruitfulness is, in the creation account, the visible evidence of flourishing life. Plants bear seed,
animals multiply, the human being is to fill the earth. Fruit in the Bible is therefore the result of
divine blessing, ordered living spaces, and abiding connection with the source of life.

Jesus unfolds this relationship paradigmatically in John 15: fruit does not arise from strained self-
improvement, but from abiding in Christ. Paul specifies inner fruit as the “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal 5:22-
23), but also missional fruit (Rom 1:13), the fruit of good works (Col 1:10), the fruit of lips that praise
God (Heb 13:15), and the fruit of righteousness (Phil 1:11; Jas 3:18).

This makes clear that fruit encompasses character, relationships, service, witness, and cultural
responsibility (fig. 2). A fruitful Christian life shows itself not only in inward peace, but also in
reconciled speech, durable relationships, diaconal presence, evangelistic withess, and readiness to
assume responsibility. Fruit is visible participation in the life of Christ.

Suffering also does not necessarily contradict fruitfulness. According to John 12:24, the grain of
wheat must die in order to bear much fruit. Trials, waiting times, and hidden faithfulness can, under
God’s hand, open precisely those spaces in which true maturity emerges. Fruit is therefore never
merely a category of success, but an eschatologically shaped concept.

In the context of prayer and evangelism, this means: A ministry is not healthy simply because it is
active, but because it flows from Christ and makes us more like Him. Not every numerical
expansion is fruit; not every hidden faithfulness is fruitless. Biblical fruit is characterized by
quality, consistency, and a divine origin.

Example: after years of inner restlessness, a woman begins regularly to order her life before God. She
seeks reconciliation, reduces destructive attachments, reads Scripture daily, and faithfully prays for
her neighbors. Outwardly this appears inconspicuous; inwardly steadfastness is formed, and
eventually genuine conversations about Christ begin to open up. In this way fruit grows organically
out of light, order, and life.
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Field of fruit Description Sample texts

Christlike character, purity, .
Gal 5:22-23; Phil 1:11; 2 Pet

Personal life truthfulness, inner stability, 318

gentleness, hope

Reconciliation, serving love,

Family / relationships reliability, ordered boundaries, Eph 4:25-32; 5:21-6:4; Col

enduring faithfulness 3:12-14
Edification, unity, discernment,
Church servant leadership, ordered 1 Cor 12-14; Eph 4:11-16

charisms

Witness, mercy, justice, credible =~ Matt 5:14-16; Rom 1:13; 1 Pet

Society / mission presence, invitation to faith 2:12

Praise of God, Sabbath rest, joy in

Worship / consummation God’s presence, orientation
toward his glory

John 15:8; Heb 4:9-11; Heb
13:15

Figure 2: Fields of Fruit in a Christian Life

7. The Goal: God’s Glory and Sabbatical Consummation

To Completion
in God's Rest

God's Peace and Glory.

Genesis 1-2 ends not in productivity, but in the completion and sanctification of the seventh
day (Gen 2:1-3). Therefore the final goal of creation is not mere performance, but God’s restful
delight in his work. Biblically speaking, this is decisive: the Christian life aims not only at
functionality, but at communion with God, worship, and participation in his rest.

This perspective is deepened in the Old Testament by Sabbath theology and opened Christologically
in the New Testament. Hebrews 4 speaks of the abiding Sabbath rest for the people of God; John 17
shows that the glory of God becomes visible in the Son and in communion with him; 1 Cor 10:31
summarizes the ethos succinctly: “Do all to the glory of God.” Fruit finds its goal in doxology.
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At the same time, every form of pious self-staging is corrected thereby. Where the human being
becomes the center, service also loses its purity. But where God’s glory is the goal, light, order, life,
growth, and fruit receive their proper orientation.

Against this background, the path of the Christian can be described as a process of new creation:
from darkness to illumination, from disorder to holy differentiation, from emptiness to fullness by the
Spirit, from fragility to maturity, from maturity to fruit, and from fruit to the glorification of God in rest,
worship, and mission.

8. From Uninhabitability to Capacity for Truth

After the Fall, the human beingis not merely “empty,” but alienated, darkened, and disordered in love
for God. In Augustinian terms, the ordo amoris has been displaced. The first step of spiritual healing
therefore consists in God making the person capable of truth. He or she ceases to interpret life
through repression or self-justification.

8.1 From Light to Repentance

Divine light does not stop at knowledge. It leads to metanoia, to the reorientation of thinking and
willing. This repentance is assent to God’s truth. In it, shame is brought under the cross of the gospel.

8.2 From Repentance to an Ordered Form of Life

Many Christians desire vivification without order. Genesis 1 contradicts this. God first creates stable
spaces; then he fills them. In the same way, maturation requires a concretely ordered way of life:
sleep, work, eating, speaking, silence, belonging to the church, and service must come under the
lordship of Christ.

8.3 From Order to Vivification

Order alone does not yet make alive. Areligiously disciplined life can be inwardly dry, hard, and driven
by performance. Therefore every ascetic form must be permeated by the Holy Spirit. Significantly,
Paul connects the exhortation to be filled with the Spirit with communal and liturgical practices:
singing, giving thanks, and mutual submission.

8.4 From Vivification to Calling

The human being is not healed merely so that things may go better. He or she is renewed in order to
bear God’s image in the world. This means: assuming responsibility, exercising servant rule,
preserving, cultivating, naming, blessing. In the New Testament this becomes concentrated
Christologically: the restoration of the human being takes place as conformity to Christ, the perfect
image of God.

8.5 From Calling to Fruit

Fruit is the visible form of invisible grace. It includes character formation, interpersonal
reconciliation, the edification of the church, and missional sending. Fruit must therefore be
understood ethically, communally, and missionally.
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8.6 From Fruit to Rest in God

The Bible knows no true maturity without rest, gratitude, worship, and received presence. The
consummation of the Christian is not an intensification of activity, but an ever-deepening rootedness
in Christ’s peace and rest.

9. Operational Principles for Prayer and Evangelism

The following overview (fig. 3) condenses the exegetical and practical insights into action-guiding
principles. The following applies: not every phase is strictly linear; some movements recur.
Nevertheless, spiritual fruitfulness is fundamentally built upon revelation, order, filling, growth, and

mission.
Principle Concrete significance
Before every activity stands the request for
1. Begin from the light revelation, self-examination, and truthfulness
before God.
o The Spirit may set boundaries, name sin, order
2. Allow holy distinction

priorities, and clarify relationships.

Spiritual life arises from God’s presence, his word,

3. Receive life, not merely perform and the filling of the Holy Spirit.

Maturation requires repetition, patience, correction,

4. Honor growth as a process community, and lived obedience.

Decisive are Christlikeness, durable relationships,

. Aim at genuine fruit . . -
5 atgenuine fru witness, and lasting effect, not mere activism.

The goal of all service is not self-success, but God’s

6. Preserve Sabbath and glory glory, worship, and rest in his presence.

Genesis 1is applied spiritually in a fruitful way only
7. Keep Christ at the center when the line to the new creation in Christ remains
clear.

Figure 3: Operational Principles

10. Summary: Principles from Genesis 1

The basic structure of Genesis 1 can be interpreted through the following theological sequence:
divine initiative, creative word, presence of the Spirit, light as revelation, differentiation and
assignment, creation of living spaces, filling of those spaces, creation of the human being as the
image of God, blessing and commission, and finally sabbatical consummation. From this it becomes
visible that creation is ordered toward communion, vocation, and the glory of God.
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10.1 God’s Sovereign Initiative

Gen 1 does not begin with humanity’s search for God, but with God’s free action. Biblically, this is the
basic form of all grace: God makes the beginning before the human being responds. For spirituality
this means: God the Father draws people to Jesus (John 6:37, 44); he takes the initiative, not the
human being.

10.2 The Creative Word

The world comes into being through God’s word. The word is not information alongside reality, but a
creative act. Therefore, hearing God’s word is fundamental in the Christian life. It is through hearing
the word of God that faith in Jesus Christ arises in the human being and works life within. Where God’s
word is lacking, genuine faith remains absent and is replaced instead by religiosity (Rom 10:17).

10.3 The Presence of the Spirit

The n'n7x NN hovers over the waters. The verb N9NIN carries the sense of “hovering, brooding,
moving gently.” The Spiritis the divine presence that directs what is disordered toward God’s action.
In the same way, the Holy Spiritis the one who convicts human beings concerning sin, righteousness,
and judgment (John 16:8).

10.4 Light as Revelation and Orientation

“Let there be light” marks the first breakthrough of visibility. In Scripture, light stands for truth,
disclosure, discernment, and saving presence. In Christological perspective, light reaches its climax
in Christ, the light of the world. Everyone who receives Christ into the heart receives the light of the
world within and thereby becomes light as well: “You are the light of the world ...” (Matt 5:14).

10.5 Separation and Order

God orders by distinguishing: light and darkness, waters and waters, sea and land. 712 denotes the
establishment of sustainable orders. Sanctification therefore always has to do with discernment,
boundary-setting, and right assignment. Accordingly, the believing Christian learns to distinguish the
soulish and fleshly from the spiritual, and the worldly from the heavenly (2 Cor 6:14-16; Col 3:1ff.).

10.6 Living Spaces and Filling

The first three days create spaces; the following days fill those spaces. This literary-theological
architecture is fundamental. God does not create abstract “more,” but inhabitable order. Spiritual
life therefore requires not merely intensity, but sustainable spaces: time, body, relationship, church,
service. To the extent that the believer makes room for God’s Spirit, he or she will also be filled with
divine life. Whatever one makes room for, that is what will fill one (Gal 6:7-8).

10.7 Imago Dei and Calling

The human being is not only the recipient of blessing, but the image of God and an entrusted
representative. Creation therefore also points to vocation, responsibility, and rule with Christ in the
service of others, whereby God’s kingdom becomes visible both in one’s own life and in one’s
surroundings (Eph 4:13f.).
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10.8 Blessing, Fruitfulness, and Multiplication

Fruitfulness in Genesis 1 is both gift and commission. Biblically, fruitis never mere performance, but
the yield of received blessing. Where God blesses, there arises transmission and multiplication:
biologically, culturally, spiritually, and communally (John 15:16).

10.9 Sabbatical Consummation

The true culmination is found in Gen 2:1-3: God rests, blesses, and sanctifies the seventh day. The
goal of creation is not restless production, but ordered communion with God and rest in him. A
Christian model of spiritual maturation culminates in Sabbath rest, in which all doing and working is
completed in Christ. Hence Jesus’ call, “Abide in me, and | in you,” so that we may bear fruit in him
(John 15:4-5).

11. Sample Application in the Life of a Christian

Prayer for light: “Lord Jesus Christ, shine your light into my heart. Show me where | deceive myself,
what | am fleeing from, and what contradicts your truth. Let your word work in me not only knowledge,
butinsight and repentance.”

Prayer for order: “Holy Spirit, order my thoughts, words, times, relationships, and habits. Give me
courage to set boundaries, confess what is unclean, and place my life under your good lordship.”

Prayer for life and growth: “Father, fill me with your Spirit. Make alive what has grown dry; root me
in your word; make me faithful in small things and steadfast in trials, so that Christ may take shape
inme.”

Evangelistic presentation: “God does not respond to human chaos with rejection, but with creative
light. In Jesus Christ, God’s truth enters our darkness, orders, heals, and makes all things new.
Whoever entrusts himself or herself to him receives not merely a religious idea, but a share in God’s
new creation.”

12. Interdisciplinary Observations and Conclusion

From a philosophical perspective, the biblical process can be described as a movement from
disintegration toward teleological form: the human being finds his or her determination not
autonomously, but in orientation toward the highest good. Sociologically, it becomes evident that
resilient communities foster identity, resilience, and processes of moral learning. In the history of
religions, Genesis 1 stands out in that creation does not arise from a battle among gods, but from the
sovereign word of the one God. Precisely for this reason the text possesses high spiritual plausibility:
new life begins not in self-creation, but in the received call of God.

Conclusion

The creation theology of Genesis 1 does not describe only how the world began; it also explains how
God acts. He brings light into darkness, order into chaos, life into what is dead, growth into what has
begun, and fruit that glorifies him. This very line also shapes the Christian life. Conversion is a coming
to the light. Sanctification is a reordering. Spiritual life is vivification by the Spirit. Maturity is growth
toward Christ. Mission is fruitfulness. And the goal of the whole is the glory of God.
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For a fruitful ministry of prayer and evangelism, this means that we must not define our spiritual life
primarily by methods or short-term effects, but by God’s creative action. Where his word is spoken,
his light received, his order permitted, and his Spirit honored, there robust Christians, fruitful
churches, and credible witnesses in the world emerge.
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1:21; 3:18; 1 Pet 1:23; 2 Pet 3:18.

Alexander, T. Desmond: From Eden to the New Jerusalem. An Introduction to Biblical Theology. 3rd
ed. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2022.

Arnold, Bill T.: Genesis. The NIV Application Commentary. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2009. -
Especially helpful for the relation between exegesis and application.

Middleton, J. Richard: The Liberating Image. The Imago Dei in Genesis 1. Grand Rapids: Brazos,
2005.

Sailhamer, John H.: The Pentateuch as Narrative. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992; Waltke, Bruce K.
with Fredricks, Cathi J.: Genesis. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001.

Wenham, Gordon J.: Genesis 1-15. Word Biblical Commentary 1. Dallas: Word, 1987; Ross, Allen
P.: Creation and Blessing. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998.

Wright, N. T.: Surprised by Hope. New York: HarperOne, 2008; Goldsworthy, Graeme: According to
Plan. Downers Grove: IVP, 2002.

For interdisciplinary deepening: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics; Charles Taylor, Sources of the Self;
James K. A. Smith, You Are What You Love; together with foundational works on habit formation,
resilience, and the social embeddedness of human development.
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